Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Witherslack Meathop & Ulpha Parish Council held on 3rd May 2017 at Witherslack Parish Hall at 7.05pm.

Present were Councillors Christine Carter (Chairman), Andrew Coates, Bruce Duffin, Stuart Pickup, and Brian Wilson, County Councillor Jim Bland, District Councillor John Holmes, one member of the public and Parish Clerk Kevin Price.  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Janet Mason and Mike Walford.

17/34  Election of Chairman:

Councillor Christine Carter was elected Chairman for 2017-18.  She then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

17/35  Appointment of Vice-Chairman:

Councillor Bruce Duffin was appointed Vice-chairman for 2017-18.

17/36  Requests for Dispensations:  None.

17/37  Declarations of Interest:

There were no Declarations of Interest made in respect of any matters on the agenda.

17/38  Public participation:

An update on the Pinfold Quarry was requested and the Chairman explained that planning permission for change of use has been granted and the Council awaits information from the group wishing to establish a play area.  An alternative site near the Derby Arms has been inspected and this may prove a safer location.  Councillor Holmes has met with Andrew Smith of LDNPA, who wishes to see the land in question.   However, until an organised group is formed, nothing will happen.

17/39  Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2017, having been circulated were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

17/40  Police Report:  None.

17/41  Councillor matters:  None.
17/42  Planning:

The following decision, notified to the Council by the Planning Authority, was noted:

7/2017/5123  Ulpha Farm, Meathop.  Change of use of building to provide alternative educational provision including accommodation of two portakabins within the existing building for a period of 3 years.

17/43  County and District Councillor's Reports:  None.
17/44  Pinfold Quarry/Parish Land:

The Clerk had contacted the group wishing to establish a play area in the parish to ask what their intentions are, but had received no reply as yet.

The two pieces of land still available for rent had been advertised again in the Parish Magazine but there had been no response. 

17/45  Land Trust:  None.
17/46  Neighbourhood Watch:

PCSO Jayne Park is away at present but the Clerk has contacted her regarding the reinstatement of Neighbourhood Watch and this will be an agenda item for the next meeting.

17/47  Strategic Long-Term Plan for the parish:

Councillor Wilson invited any Councillors to contact him on an individual basis to discuss the Plan in more detail. The Chairman said she would arrange to meet him, together with Councillor Mason.

17/48  Finance:

a. It was resolved to pay the following accounts:
Witherslack Parish Hall
£54.00
Hire of hall

b. The provisional accounts for 2016-17 were presented and noted.  The Chairman and Clerk were authorised to sign Parts 1 and 2 of the Annual Return.  The Chairman will check on the arrangements for the internal audit.
c. An application for funding from the Witherslack Community Shop towards the purchase of a new freezer was considered and it was resolved to contribute £500.00           
d. It was resolved to contribute £100.00 to the Witherslack Playgroup towards the purchase of equipment.

17/49  Correspondence:

Letters of thanks for the Council's donations had been received from St Paul's Church, Witherslack (Rev Michael Woodcock and Barbara Page), Witherslack Parish Hall and Witherslack Youth Club.

17/50  Date of next meeting:

Monday 10th July 2017 at 7.30pm at Witherslack Parish Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm






Signed:

Dated: 

